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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. ME-75

"SPITEY (McCOBB-DODGE) HOUSE ABE
]

. M
Address: Deadmen's Point, Rockport vieinity, Knox County, TROCPN
lu—

Moine. Moved from Phippsburg Center, Moine.

Presemt Ouner Donald D. Dodge, Philedelphia, Pennsylvanis.
and_Occupant:

Present lse: Summer residence.

Brief Statement 1Spite’t House, so called because of iis origin,

of Significence: was built in 1806 by Thomzs heCobb ab Phippsburg
Cerrter, McCobb thought his mother had schemed to
deprive him of his inheritance, and to spite her,
made this building to overshedow her own residence.
In 1925 it was moved by Donald D. Dodge from
Phippsburg to its present location by barge.
It is an outgtanding example of esrly Federal
architecture,

PART 1.  HISTORICAL INFORMATION

o

A, Physiecsl History

1. Original and subsecuent owners: Thomas LicCobb and
heirs, 1800-1882; Ceptaln James Drummond, 1882 s Mrs. Freonk
Oriiz, 1912; Dr. Adelbert F. Willisams, 1913-1925; Donald D. Dodge,
1925 ‘to present.

2. Dzte of erectilon: 1806; additions 1925-1326,

3. Archilect unkxmown, but mey have been either Hicholas
Codd, or Samuel Melcher of Brunswick (1775-1862), sdmircr of
Samuel LicIntyre of Salem.

4. Dullder unknown.

5. flterstions and additions: E1L removed 1925. IHouse
moved by berge from Phippshurg Ceniter o Rockpori, 1925 by Dresser
Compeny with frthur B. Tingley of Portland =s foremsn. Ceplain John
Snow, Rocklend, dirceved the water transposlation.

After the moving, the building was eliered and added to in 1925~
1926 by Awchitects Tilden end Register of Phileadelphia and Builder
Vi, H. Glover, Kockland, Msine; but thelr additions are not included
in this survey. WModificetion of the house included reversal of the
main stairs, removal of secondary steirs; addition of interior
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doorways, closing two windows and modifying interior portitions 1o

zllow passage Lo appendages, removal of mantel from Room 2 to Room 32,

addition of decorabtive panels on the west elevation, and the installa-

tion of mechanical eguipment, HABS

ME

B. Important Qld Views: D. D. Dodge (ollection of photographs 7-RocPov.

and newspaper accounts of house moving, 1925; Boston Sundey Post, e

Avgust 2, 1925; Portland Press Herzld, June 19, 1925; Meine

Golonisl Series, drawing end photo of doorway (pres. east elevalion)

by A. J. Herriman, Mzy 1925.

C. Sources of Informabion

L. D. D. Dodge Collection, Rockport,
frchiteey Mermaduke Tilden's dravings.

aine, including

2. National Perk Scrvice, Philsdelphis.

3. Downeast Jiegazine, fugust 1960, =rticle by dMery Meecker
Cramer and Isabel Currier with fooinote by Ambrose C. Cramer, AILZ,
PP. 24"’29, 48.

D. Other Material on Spite House: Richerd Prati; The Second
Treasuryv of Early Smerican Homes; 1245; pp. 15-19.

PART II, ARCHITECTURAL INFORHATION
&, Generegl Sistement
1. Jfrchitectural charscier: Owistanding cxample of early
Hew Englend Federsl style. This survey is concerncd only with cenmtral

block of the house and doesg not incliude 1925 =2ppendagesn.

2., Condition of febric: Nxcellent; wmodifications in
cheracter with the originel.

B. Technical Descripiion of Exterior
1. Over-all dimensions: 44'-7" x 39'-05,

2. Poundetions: Originel granite foundation sills on
1925 coneretse footing.

3. Vell construction: Uood frame, repuledly brlcokiilled;
horizontel, lepped wood siding; spplied pilasters ot corners; wood
bargeborrd; wood ponels undsr sccond fleor windowe decorated wiivh
swegs (only those on east eleveilon originel).

4. Stoops: Vest stoop, 1925 rvovision; ezst and north
gboops, grenite originale. Unmolded nosings.



"‘PIi}L" (‘\TCCOBB DOD(}E) HOUSE
HABS No. ME-75 (Page 3)

5. Chimneys: Four original red brick, common bond chimneys,

tvro on each end. HABS
ME _
6. Openings: T-RacPod:
i.—-
&. Doorweys and deors; three original: ZEest door-

way is arched with plain soffit; radial metel-tracery fanlight;
six-panel door. The frontisplece hasg panﬂled pilasters and incised-
wood , scroll brackets which support a cornice with mlnlatufe modillions.
Other doorways similar.

b, fiindows and shuiters: Original, wood, double~hung
sash, six over six lights; louvered wood shutters with curled shubter
dogs.

7. Roof: Stending-seam, metal, hip roof; original roofing
wes wood shingle,

. Cornice: Simple wood modillion cornice.

b Bslugtrade: Flein, square spindles, closely spaced;
souare, pancled corner posts; curved cross bracing behind spindles.

e. Cupola: Octagonel; '"paneled" pilesters; windows
double-hung sash, six over six lights; simple wood cornice with
modillions; cupola surmounted by metsl eagle (removable); wood
belusirade at edge of roof similar to one on main roof; oculus into
gbair well.

O, Techmical Descrivtion of Interior

1. Floor vplans: 1st floor - four rooms, cenmiral entry and
ypeir hall; 2nd floor - four reoms and bath, stair halls, hell to
appendages,

2. Stalrway: Openmnewel double-run, from first floor to
cupola with half-civele of risers joining two runs; spindles
gtreight, square, Wwo per tread, molaed nosings; open gbring with
flat, scroll, end brackeis; scroll newel.

3. Flooring: ‘iood boards 5"-8", painted; stair hall floor
peinted cdlagonal black and grey squeres; DuSCbOer qublelzed (not
figlnal).

4. Wall and ceiling finish: Peper, including two coples
of origingl Ademg peper on plaster and 2" wood planks; wood wainscot;
painted plasber celling.

5. Doorways and doors: OCriginsgl six-panel wood doors; door-
yays and trim originel with fluted pilasters and plain entablsture.
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: _ T-Rocpo .,
6. Trim: Mantel in Room 2, origineily in Room 2, is only = -

originsl mantel in house; mantcels, with pilasiers end entablature,

both peneled, are mounted on projecting chimney, reburn at the corners

as do those of some other hcuses in this area; paneled wainscot ori-

ginal throughout; folding (4-foid, 12-panel) interior shulters excepi

in Rooms 6, & and 14, where sliding shutters occur; cornice; arch

spanning staeir hall at foob of staly, paneled on pilaster and soffitt.

7. Herdware: QOriginal knocks on east and west doors; ori-
ginelly, box locks on exterior doors; mortise locks on interior
doors only; interior locks reputedly original.

. ILighting: Eleciric.

D. Site

1. Genersal sebliing and orientation: On wooded Deadmen's
Point, fscing on Penobscot Bay, east-west orientziion.

2. Enclosures: Extensive wooden fence, modern.
3. Walks, driveways: hodern.
4. Lendscaping: Extensive trees, shrubs, lawns, and borders.
Prepared by F. Blair Reeves, frchitect
August 1960

5D  Robert . CZooper, Architsct
Jonuary 1961
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